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tapped the second time. When this is necessary, the cannula should be left in for some time. It may be necessary to hold it in place with adhesive tape.
After an operation of this kind and also in those cases in which tapping is not resorted to, the cow may be given 2 ounces of aromatic spirits of ammonia in a quart of water. Two-ounce doses of turpentine may also be administered. Mix the turpentine with a simple sirup made from sugar and water. Give as a drench from a long-necked bottle and repeat every hour until relief is permanent. Some farmers have used formalin in 1-ounce doses mixed with a quart of water.
When the cow has recovered from the immediate effects of the bloating, it may be given a pound dose of Epsom salts to keep the bowels moving. Provide easily digested feeds for a few days until the animal recovers from the effects of the illness. Whenever one or two individuals in a herd show evidence of bloating, it is good practice to examine the remainder of the animals carefully so that none may be overlooked.
Prevention of bloat
While cattle may bloat on other kinds of pasture crops, alfalfa and sweet clover are the worst offenders in this respect. In some communities these crops are often entirely discarded because a farmer in the vicinity lost several cows from acute bloat. On the other hand, thousands of cows are pastured on alfalfa and the clovers without any harmful results. Some farmers have more trouble with bloating in their cattle than others; doubtless they are partially to blame.
Alfalfa and the clovers are highly nutritious and a few shortcomings should be overlooked or guarded against. It is said that there is less danger of bloating on sweet clover than on alfalfa. Cows should not be turned on to either alfalfa or sweet clover for the first .time after a heavy dew or rain. Neither should they be ravenously hungry. They